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John Whitcombe   
holding up a Fire      
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Chairman’s Chat 

We are fast approaching the colder (slightly) and darker months that will necessitate a bit 

of navel gazing regarding what our winter activities may look like and we will put them 

out in due course. 

Regrettably the Jones mob couldn’t join you on the run to view all the products of vehicle 

assembly lines that were quietly being disassembled by nature and were providing haven 

for blackberries and all manner of other things. 

For our relatively new members the Meredith crew to have come up with such a thought 

provoking place to visit proves how new blood and brains can come up trumps. Thank 

you Graham and Helen.  

There must be others of you who are newcomers to the fold who can help our Club    

Captain Jill W with some ideas of where we can visit. 

Another excellent run was organised by Brian Pratt which included a visit to Rotorua Club-

rooms for morning tea allowing a chat with their members, some of whom didn’t carry on 

to Lake Tarawera. Noticeable was the equipe Smylie who fielded two cars, what an exam-

ple to those who couldn’t even get one out of the garage! Wonderful as that was, some-

one (Rotorua or BOP) posted a negative comment on feedback regarding the lunch at the 

“Landing”. This of course reflects poorly when the VCC is named. Please, if you have a 

concern that involves the “Club”, discuss it with a Committee member before going pub-

lic. 

Lastly, as I mentioned at the beginning, time is flying, with the AGM a little more than 2 

months away, not allowing much manoeuvring room to get a new group of Members 

ready to jump in and get involved with the running of our Club. Very soon we will be able 

to tell you who is looking to take a break and what positions need to be filled.           

Don’t worry about a perceived lack of experience. No one who 

has ever served on the BOP V&VCC Committee took the sub-

ject at school and got a qualification in running a club.  

I’ll leave you at this point and look forward to a good attend-

ance at next club-night. 

Cheers, Alastair Jones   

(Editor—for an explanation of Alastair’s strange attire, look 

elsewhere in  this Klaxon!) 
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BOP VCC Events List for 2023 
 

April 2023 

 

10  No coffee Morning   this is Easter Monday  

    

10  Car parade over at the Mount in conjunction with the Jazz festival 

  See notice in the Klaxon   Doug Brown the organiser 

  Reminder through the Buzz 

 

17   Coffee Morning 

 

17  Club Night  Paul Fahey and other guest attending.  

 

 Note that this is a week later than usual due to Easter  

  Members with Birthdays please bring a plate  

 

21-23 Highland fling events   

 

24  Coffee Morning 

 

26 Nog and Natter   “Forta Leza”   on a Wednesday   6pm 

 

30 End of Month Run   A run out to Sapphire Hot Springs for a barbecue lunch 

 Start at the club rooms for a social morning tea 

  See Notice Klaxon  

 

May 2023 

 

8  Coffee Morning 

 

 8  Club Night  

   Members with Birthdays please bring a plate 

 

15   Coffee Morning 

 

17   Mid week run     Back roads run to Whakatane arriving in time for lunch 

   Morning tea at Bledisloe Park ( Little Waihi )   (Notice in the Klaxon) 

 

22   Coffee Morning 

 

29  Coffee Morning   

 

28  End of Month Run   TBA 

 

30  Nog and Natter at the Citz’s Club Tauranga    6pm. 
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End Of Month Run 30th April.  
 

9.45 am Meet at the club rooms for a social morning tea. Bring your 

own cups please.  

Scones and a biscuit provided. 

Then on out to Sapphire Springs Hot pools for a barbecue lunch. 

Bring your togs for a dip in the pools  

Sausages sizzle in lovely surroundings  

Cost there is a set entry fee of  

Swimmers $6.50 seniors per person 

Non-Swimmers $6.00 seniors per person 

Barbecue $2.50 per person  This will be organised by the club 

Or you can bring your own lunch but an entry fee still applies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR SALE 

1947 Austin Eight 

1947 Austin 8, all complete but will require a full restoration as presently stored in a          

container. 

Contact Cristel Dodenski  021 02324790 
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ANNUAL BUS TRIP 2023 
This is planned for 17-19th October 2023 

 

The plan is to travel by bus on the 17th to the Howick Historical Village for a morning visit and 

lunch stop and then onto the Aircraft Museum which is part of Motat. 

It is then planned to stay at a Hotel in central Auckland hopefully within walking distance of 

the Sky Casino Complex and Restaurants. 

The next day travel up to Whangarei to visit the Packard Museum. 

This is most interesting place to visit. It is believed to be the largest collection of Packards in 

the Southern Hemisphere, also included Motorbikes and some British cars and lots of heavy 

machinery collected over many years.  

Then back to Whangarei for lunch and own time around town ,staying the night in Whangarei 

then travelling home the next day 

 

Attention 
For this to go ahead we need a full 40 seater bus of bums on seats, at this stage there is 

not enough interest for me to start even looking for accommodation deals, so if you are 

interested please put your name down asap for us to go ahead otherwise we will  

cancel the trip 

John and Jill 

 

Reply to— johnandjill37@gmail.com 

 

If you are interested in these events, 

please respond promptly!  

The members trying to arrange             

interesting events for your enjoyment   

are become frustrated by YOUR slow or 

nil responses.  

USE IT OR LOOSE IT! 
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BOP VCC 2023 EASTER RALLY 

DATE – Easter Monday – 10 April  

ORGANISER – DOUG BROWN 

TIME – 9.30am  

WHERE TO MUSTER – ‘Coronation Park’, Maunganui Road, Mount Maunganui 

RALLY ROUTE – Details will be advised at the end of this month in the April 

KLAXON, and you will also receive regular updates through the BUZZ. 

Watch this space folks! 

PLANNED ROUTE – Doug has plotted out an excellent run through Downtown 

the Mount.  It’s going to be awesome.  

Doug’s goal is to have 70 vehicles! 

Doug’s contact details – P - 021 668 117 or E – doug@ecoavo.com 

 

 

 

Details next page 

mailto:doug@ecoavo.com
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BOP VCC 2023 EASTER RALLY 

VENUE, TIME & PLACE : 

We will muster at Mount Maunganui's CORONATION PARK from 9:30a.m. on Easter Monday, 

10th April 2023. Please enter CORONATION PARK from the one way street of NIKAU CRESCENT 

to wait for the   parade to begin.   

We will start about 10:45 a.m., going back out the way we came in on Nikau Road, left to Mount 

Maunganui Road, then turning left at the first roundabout onto Salisbury  Avenue heading for   

Pilot Bay.   We then turn right onto 'The Mall' and continue on for 7 blocks and turn right onto 

Adams Avenue heading towards the Ocean Beach Surf Club. 

 

We take a right turn and head back into downtown Mount Maunganui for 9 blocks back to   

CORONATION PARK for our 'bonnets up' park up where we can share with the public our pride 

and joys' for all to see ! 

 

We can remain parked up on CORONATION PARK for the balance of Easter Monday if you wish 

to stay on. 

 

All cars will be marshalled throughout the whole parade so we can stay together. All other vehicle 

traffic and foot traffic will come to a halt to view us all as we slowly Parade thru Mount         

Maunganui twice. 

 

I believe this is event, parading through  Mount Maunganui, is one that our clubs have never    

before been asked to do!  

     

  How about we set a new goal of over 70 vehicles ? Please join us ! 

 

We have invited the TGA Mini Owners Club to join us and I hear from Michael some of the       

Triumph Club may join us also. 

 

If anyone has other local car clubs that wish to join, please call me. 

 

 

         Warm regards to you all,     

 

Doug Brown    ( 021 668 117 )  
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MEMBER SNIPPETS 

 Paul Paap was surprised with a flight in Classic flyers Boeing Spearman by his wife, who 

had also organized permission to have this photo taken.  

Paul’s very first plane ride was 60yrs prior and also in a bi-plane  

George Howard, and Paul volunteered their cars for a wedding recently— here are the two 

cars dressed. 
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 MORE MEMBER SNIPPETS 

Paul and Sharlene Martin are relatively new members, who joined with two cars of interest. 

Sharlene has the Morris Minor 2 door and he is currently restoring a 1968 Ford Cortina 

Mk2 1600E. They look forward to getting both of these to our Club events in the future. 

Editor—Just love their 

shed! 
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2023 Veteran & Vintage Tour– report by Graeme and Raewyn Fenn 

We left Waihi Beach on Saturday 11th March 2023, headed for Wellington to start the 2023      

Veteran and Vintage Tour, organised and run by Phil and Coral Kidd from Upper Hutt. 

On the 13th to 15th February, the East Coast of New Zealand had been devastated by Cyclone   

Gabrielle and while we knew there had been huge damage, we were astounded by the condition 

of the Karangahake Gorge after severe flooding and slips.  Continuing our journey on a beautiful, 

if cool, March day, we were shocked by the damage to trees and pine forests in the Taupo area, 

through to Rangipo, then again at the start of the Desert Road where the native bush had been 

“bowled over” literally – what a mess! 

After a pleasant night Freedom Camping in Fielding, we continued to Wellington and our very 

first traverse of the new road through Transmission Gully which had the real “WOW” effect.  What 

a difference that piece of road has made to the journey down State Highway 1. 

Around 5pm, our group gathered at Phil and Corals beautiful home for a barbeque and a         

“get-to-know-you” evening.  The Kidd’s are wonderful hosts and we were soon all chatting       

together.  It was so nice to catch up with Murray and Penny Firth in their 1931 Bedford Truck, as 

we have travelled together on several V & V Tours previously. 

Typical scene from yesteryear,,,,,,, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the  

Tangiwai  

memorial  
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Day 1:   Saw us heading from Hutt Valley, up and over the Rimutakas (or REMUTAKAS as they 

are now known).  By the time we reached the top to view the Memorial to Soldiers who marched 

from Featherston to Wellington on their way to fight in World War 1, the rain was coming down 

steadily and it was cold! Just before Featherston we turned right and travelled around the Moana 

Wetlands, Lake Wairarapa, Wairongomai and Ruakokopatuna, to reach Martinborough for lunch. 

Stunning wide, deep valleys gave way to farm land and wineries.  A sign for “Patuna Chasm”, 

prompted me to ask Mr Google and it sounds an amazing place to visit. 

After a lovely lunch and look around Martinborough, we headed off past the “Pukemanu Pub”, 

through Gladstone, Carterton and on into Masterton for the next two nights.  At Gladstone we 

stopped to view the Fisher Monoplane which flew 12 short flights over Wairarapa in June 1913. 

There were many interesting farm names on our run today, including Hairy Hills Farm, The Home 

of the Goat, Daisybank and Over the Hill – to name but a few. Our first Happy Hour and presenta-

tion of the Wooden Spoon, followed by a lovely meal at Strata, saw us turn in, looking forward to: 

Day 2:   After the rain of yesterday, today there was not a cloud in the sky as we headed for 

Riversdale. First a stop at Francis Pointon’s Museum just out of Masterton and my word has he 

got some serious “stuff” in those sheds.  Beautifully dressed mannequins in some of his late wife’s 

collection, greeted us at the door and each car had a selection of mannequins, dolls or toys 

dressed in the era of the car.  Cars – lots of them, various makes and models, were lovingly ad-

mired as we made our way through Sheds 1,2, 3 and 4.  As well there was a well stocked Parts De-

partment, plus many, many boxes of parts. 

A Collectors Haven!                                                    The line up at Riversdale 

 

 

A display at Pointons Museum 
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From here we headed off in convoy to Riversdale, passing beautiful Oak tree lined driveways to 

immaculate old homes and farm buildings.  In fact “Bramerton Station” caught my eye – estab-

lished in 1863.  This really is a very old area of New Zealand.  On one long downhill slope, the 

Tauweru Lime Quarry appeared in front of us and it was huge. The road to Riversdale had suf-

fered a huge amount of storm damage and roadworks stopped our convoy many times as dig-

gers and trucks worked to repair the worst of the slips and washouts on the road. After lunch to-

gether, the group headed back to Masterton via unsealed forestry roads, while we went directly 

to seek help from an Auto Electrician for an alternator issue.  Another Happy Hour where the 

Wooden Spoon was dispensed to another unlikely candidate and it was time to get ready for: 

 

Day 3:  Today our destination is Dannevirke, but first we went through Bideford, onto Route 52, 

through Alfredton and on to Pongaroa for a picnic lunch and regroup.  There was lots of Scottish 

influence in this area with names like Glendonald Station and Burnside Station.  After lunch we 

passed Knucklebone Lodge as we headed to Waihi Falls.  After viewing the falls and stretching 

our legs, we headed up Towai Road to the very top of the Wairarapa.  This long, uphill, winding, 

narrow road took a fair while to traverse, with many washouts and much damage.  HOWEVER, the 

view from the top was nothing less than spectacular!  We couldn’t help feeling very privileged we 

were able to see it, as with all the pine plantations being planted, no doubt the view will soon dis-

appear.  Towai Road, is a real must if you get the opportunity. 

Over the top, we headed downhill and the road went directly through a Lime Works before con-

tinuing slowly down for many miles and finally arriving in Dannevirke. Another Happy Hour, an-

other Wooden Spoon recipient and a beautiful meal enjoyed together and we were all keen to 

head off again in the morning. 

 

Day 4:  First destination – Woodville.  As we drove through the back country roads, the Ruahine 

Range looked amazing in the early morning sun.  After a nice cup of coffee, we headed for the 

hills, up and over the Saddle Road and taking in the “MANY” Power Turbines adjacent to the 

road.  There must have been many more than 100.  They were spectacular – as was the new road 

being build across the Ranges. 

 

 

This is how you know the roads aren’t 

well used.  Grass down the middle!  
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On through Colyton, Vinegar Hill and into Hunterville for a less than memorable lunch.  (We’re 

still waiting for our Tea for Two!)  Then we started on the Turakina Valley Road!  Another amazing 

ride.  Lots of tight, twisty and up and downhill corners, slips and washouts, with the last section 

full of corrugations.  Such a long road that ended very near the Tangiwai Disaster Memorial, be-

fore we headed into Ohakune.  Another catchup, Wooden Spoon and then a shared meal at the 

motel on a shockingly windy night under a huge Eucalyptus tree! 

 

Forecast for Day 5: did not disappoint.  Strong wind and heavy rain.  So much so that a meeting 

of particpants saw us deviate from the plan to travel through Pureora Forest and go directly to 

Turangi from National Park, then over the big hill and on into Taumarunui – and still the rain con-

tinued.  As we were early into Taumarunui a visit to the TRACS Museum was hastily arranged with 

Ivan Stevens from Taumarunui VCC before Happy Hour, that Spoon and we all adjourned to the 

R.S.A. for a nice dinner together. 

Day 6:  Today was a free day with several trip Options, however the Rail Carts and repairs seemed 

to be the main options, while others enjoyed the sights of the town and some of us took a loop 

drive ending by coming down Opotiki Road.  On this beautiful day it was a very scenic trip on an 

awesome road.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The group in front of 1931 Bedford Truck and double-decker 

bus in Wanganui.  
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Day 7:  With just one more full day to go, we were heading for Wanganui.  We left Taumarunui in 

thick fog which didn’t lift until we had almost reached Raetihi.  Hikumutu Road was very narrow 

and winding and even more interesting in the fog, but very enjoyable motoring – and we did see 

one car in almost an hour! Raetihi was experiencing a busy day with a Rodeo going on near town.  

One Café ran out of Coffee and the other ran out of bread, but we all left feeling refreshed as we 

headed for our trip down the Wanganui River Road, through Pipiriki, Jerusalem, Ranana before 

stopping for a cuppa in a viewing point for a Tunnel Culvert. Phil had arranged a bus tour around 

Wanganui for us in a double-decker bus, which was really great fun with a lot of singing going on, 

on the top deck!  The eventual destination was our dinner venue where we all said our official 

farewells, with hopes to meet again, someday, somewhere on some back road.   

 

Keith Nunn and Dave Stafford 

enjoying the trip, singing      

“The Wheels on the Bus “ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Wooden Spoon was accepted by our fellow travellers from Gore, in the hope that they or 

their branch of the VCC will plan the next V & V Tour in the South Island. 

 

As we all left for our own homes on Monday morning, we were heading for points from Bluff to 

Auckland.  Although we were a small group of travellers this time, it was a really friendly group 

who got along so well together.  Thank you sincerely Phil and Coral, for organising this fabulous 

trip. 

 

 

And, once again, our sincere thanks to Raewyn and Graeme for their interesting reports. 
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GENERAL ITEMS OF INTEREST 

New Menz Shed—help requested.  

The Menzshed Lower Kaimai have been offered a decent sized shed 19 metres by 8 metres for 

our use. It requires to be moved from The Lakes site to a new location adjacent to the existing 

Omanawa Hall building at 560 Omanawa Road, RD1 Tauranga. 

We are looking for volunteers to help /  and provide contacts to undertake the following areas of 

work required- 

1 - Moving the shed intact with the roof removed. Plate level is 3 metres and ridge height 2.5  

metres above plate height. If we cannot move the shed as above go to 2- 

2 - Contacts of people who could assist in a controlled sequential dismantling of the shed. 

3 - Moving the shed components to the new site in Omanawa Road. 

4 - Prepare the site - that has clear access and is almost a level site. 

5 - Lay a concrete slab / oversite slightly bigger than the shed area. 

6 - Assemble the dismantled sections and construct the shed on the prepared site. 

7 - Services such as Drainage, Electrics, Interior sanitation - male and female, Kitchen facilities / 

units, eating area furniture, security system. 

8 - Provision of plant such as 2 x portable tower scaffolds, generator (for site electrics). 

9 - Miscellaneous small jobs required to complete the initial project. 

All replies will be acknowledged. Please contact Clive Taylor - e-mail kane@netsmart.co.nz 

 or phone 07-543-4385 or mobile 027 -667-0222. or  

Graeme Klitscher - Chairman (MSLK) - 022-427-7936 or 07-543-1589 or 

email  knaffnoff@gmail.com. 

Clive Taylor 949 Omanawa Road RD1, Tauranga  

—————————————————————————————————————————— 

Question—Who was the BOP VCC member who filled his Model A with diesel when attending 

the Methven event??? To assist your guess, I am reliably informed that his initials are PB and he 

was a lawyer in a previous life!. 

 
Happy Birthday Kaaren!  

Kaaren celebrated her recent birthday with a party 

at home.  

Alastair was going to jump out of her birthday cake, 

but the logistics were too hard. 

So AJ decided to make the party more memorable 

by dressing down for the occasion.  

Well done AJ, you caused much frivolity (and some 

consternation from the many non-VCC guests!) 

mailto:kane@netsmart.co.nz
mailto:knaffnoff@gmail.com
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Tarawera Run, our mid-week for March.  

Report by Adele Lamb 

The morning of 15th March was a beautiful day to be out in our cars.  Not a cloud in the sky all 

the way to Rotorua. 

We met up with the Rotorua VCC members at their club rooms in Neil Hunt Park. Going into the 

club rooms bought back some wonderful and happy memories that Marie, Kerry, John and I had 

in over 20 years with the Rotorua Club. The girls in the kitchen put on a cup of tea for us and our 

Jill bought a yummy cake. 

There was a brilliant turn out of cars from both clubs (too many for me to count). 

After a chat in the sun, we made our way out to Lake Tarawera. It is a very scenic drive. It is a long 

time since I have been on that road and I had forgotten just how lovely it was.  We drove to the 

Landing Café which looks out over the lake to Mount Tarawera. Some members picnicked by the 

lake, others had a pleasant meal in the café. 

Our thanks to Brian Pratt for organizing the run, and to the Rotorua Club for a great day out.    

Adele Lamb 
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VCC March Executive Meeting  4th & 5th March 2023 

Report from Alastair Jones who attended the meeting. 

This meeting was transferred from being hosted by the VCC Wellington Branch to the VCC Can-

terbury Branch due to the lack of accommodation, (affected by the emergency housing situation). 

Canterbury Branch provided the thirty-two delegates over the two days lunches, dinners, break-

fast, and morning teas at their McLean’s Island Clubrooms—a fantastic fare and refreshments on 

offer by the members.  

The following items were discussed at the meeting. 

NEXT INTERNATIONAL RALLY - Bids for the 2027 International have been received from the 

following branches. Waikato, Nelson, and Hawkes Bay.  Previously two of the branches who 

have put a bid for the next International Rally has hosted rallies before; Waikato in 2000, 

and Nelson in 1972.  In the next couple of months a few of the management committee 

will be visiting the three suggested areas for suitability. 

ANNUAL SUBS -Abolition of cheques has resulted in members making multiple payments for 

their subs through bank direct credit, and unfortunately some families have continued pay-

ments after deaths of family members. Hence the importance of branches to advise Na-

tional Office when their members pass on. 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE - Standing down from the Management Committee at this 

year’s AGM are, President Diane Quarrie, Management Member Tony Bartlett, North Island 

Club Captain Kaaren Smylie, and Speed Steward Tony Haycock, a loss of many years’ expe-

riences and knowledge. Expressions of interest from members for nomination are forth-

coming 

BOP VCC BRANCH MEMBERSHIP- BOP total active members are currently 360 the 4th big-

gest of the branches, but recent resignations from relatively new members, indicates 

something may need addressing. 

CLUB FINANCES - Although the Club’s finances show a small deficit at present, income by the 

end of the financial year should alleviate this. 

THE NATIONAL OFFICE SYSTEMS - National Office systems are being uprated continuously, 

including a new Branch Portal to allow membership status and VIC details etc to be 

checked by Branch Secretarys, so the eligibility for National Rallies, and many other enquir-

ies can be checked without bothering Office staff.  A big push to get personal details cor-

rect, including vehicles owned, initially with an emailed form sent out to Members, and lat-

er, possibly through a webpage which would allow continuous updating. 

BRANCH TRANSFERS - Some membership applications and Branch transfers which involve 

the BOP Branch will be discussed with Secretary Michael 

VEHICLE TECHICAL COMMITTEE – The Vehicle Technical Manual is nearly completely updat-

ed, and an on-line VIC application is under consideration to speed up the process. 

BEADED WHEELS UPDATE -Beaded Wheels is in a healthy position however, contributors 

from the North Island are in short supply, particularly for ‘Behind the Wheel’ etc. Can any 
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of you help with contributions 

NATIONAL ARCHIVE – The National Archive continues to receive donations of books, pho-

tos, and negatives of our early motoring history that can be viewed by appointment or by 

calling on Friday morning at National Office. Great reference material is available.  Don 

Mueller the Archivist does a tremendous job at National Office with his record keeping, a 

visit is well worth your while if you are passing through Christchurch. 

NEW REGISTRAR – The new Registrar, Neil Beckenham is very active in promoting our Club 

as the Historic Vehicle Authority in NZ.  Neil has worked with others on the VTC and VIC 

system as noted elsewhere. 

12 MONTH WOF - I continually hear gripes that the VCC is not lobbying hard enough to get 

a 12-month WOF for our vehicles. We are but one small tooth in the great cog of motoring 

enthusiasts and are best served by belonging to the NZFOMC to provide the clout for us, 

and not by trying to go alone . Despite previous indications that the change to 12 months 

WOF only required the Director of Land Transport to sign off, that is not so. NZTA has 

asked “how the various organisations under the FOMC will be able to monitor and review 

members and vehicle owners compliance with the exemption conditions”.  This is going to 

require some more serious work to be successful. Whether this might involve 30-year-old 

vehicles or only the 40-year-old “Vintage” vehicle class is unknown. Good news though, 

BIOFUELS are off the supply chain! 

FIVA - I will put the FIVA delegates report on the noticeboard for your perusal. 

FACEBOOK – The VCC Private Facebook Group is functioning well with almost 5K members, 

with reminders that it is for members enjoyment and is not for comment on Club manage-

ment, or grievances, and while there are Rules, there is no strict censorship policy. 

NOTICE OF MOTION - Some time was spent discussing a Notice of Motion related to Club 

and Branch names that will be sent out for voting on by all Members in August 

VCC NATIONAL DAY – A lengthy robust discussion led by the National Coordinator, Kaaren 

Smylie ensued on whether to continue supporting the Cancer Society as the chosen charity 

for our annual National Day. Kaaren answered the delegates concerns, however, it was 

agreed by the delegates it is now too late in the year to contemplate any other charity, 

therefore, to stay with the Cancer Society until 2025.  Whilst there was solid support for the 

status quo, some delegates did suggest other worthy causes to be considered, such as the 

Rescue Helicopter, and the Heart Foundation. Supporting another charity will be reviewed 

in three years. 

LONG SERVICE AWARDS -There was lengthy discussion on how to manage Long Service 

Awards. George Kear asked for a vote to decide who was most appropriate to present the 

25-, 35-, and 50-years Awards. It was decided that a suitable Branch Officer could present 

25 and 35 awards, but the 50-year award because of the prestige, should be by a Manage-

ment Committee member, or a suitable delegate. 

NEW INCORPRATED SOCIETIES ACT -Workshops were convened to look at options for the 

change of Club governance required by the new Inc Corp Soc Act. It’s early days yet on this 
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matter, but I’m grateful for the oversight by BOP member Peter Butler who provided valuable 

information that allowed me to contribute usefully to this discussion. 

STRATEGIC PLAN -The Strategic Plan 2022-23 was discussed and will be ratified at the AGM 2023 

in Nelson, and should be commented on in the Branch Notes on how the Branch is using it to 

further Club interests. 

GUEST SPEAKER - Allan Dick (Classic Driver and NZ Today) kept us entertained over the Saturday 

night dinner with his early motoring escapades involving Model T’s, and later test drives with 

exotic vehicles in Europe that did not always end well, hilarious! 

GUEST SPEAKER Additionally, a Canterbury Branch member told the story of the recovery of a 

bullet- hole riddled 1916 Buick that was on display.  He accompanied his talk with a movie that 

was taken just pre-WW2. It was extremely entertaining and left us in wonderment at just how 

tough our old cars are. I am in the process of obtaining this presentation for a club-night for 

you all to enjoy. 

GUEST SPEAKER – TONY JOHNSON - Presentations by Tony Johnson, CEO of LVVTA and Garry 

Jackson FOMC provided valuable insight into what is being done behind the scenes to ensure 

we can continue to motor our vehicles with the least possible interference from the Govern-

ment, the bureaucrats, and others. LVVTA was set up over 30 years ago and now has 18 staff to 

deal with modified vehicles that in some cases involve VCC vehicles.  Tony discussed at length 

the problems we often face with having to get repair certification on old vehicles sensibly at-

tended to they apply modern standards. They are in the process of looking for “old school” 

repairers to certify pre 1990 vehicles who understand the vehicles because they have less de-

manding stresses than newer ones. Tony illustrated his frustration at the lack of commonsense 

by showing slides of “Irishman Creek” with vehicles that can get Warrants (hopefully?) but 

would never get back on the road if their Rego lapsed.  LVVTA have a very useful website that 

can be used by us. 

GUEST SPEAKER – GARRY JACKSON - Garry Jackson, President of the FOMC gave comprehen-

sive details on how the Federation presents collective arguments to Government etc, on all 

motor vehicles except for matters related to motorsport. FOMC have engaged a notable survey 

company to gather the size of the financial contribution all the related activities make to the 

NZ economy. This is an expensive survey with support provide by many interested parties, but 

more would be helpful. It will provide an excellent means of getting traction with the Govern-

ment etc, and the size of this survey being carried out, should make TV news when it’s finished 

around August. The VCC will be canvassed confidentially.  Both Garry and Tony are avid enthu-

siasts for “motoring our history” and we are most fortunate to have them as advocates.  

HERITAGE AWARD - Esther Smith HB Chairperson described how their Branch applied for a Her-

itage Award because of their involvement with Art Deco.  Their members were delighted to 

have been recognised, and suggested that other Branches should try for similar recognition if 

applicable. 

CONCLUSION -In conclusion, a very interesting and enjoyable Executive Meeting.  A very big 

thankyou goes to the Canterbury Branch members for their wonderful hospitality.  It was my 

pleasure to look after your interests, and attend this meeting as the Bay of Plenty Delegate 

Chairman. Alastair Jones                                  “Driving our history”. 
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SUNDAY 26 MARCH RUN TO PUKEHINA  

AND TO ANDREW BLAYMIRES COLLECTION 

It all began with “come sit beside me for morning tea” and after some cheek “you’d like to do an 

article about today’s run wouldn’t you”!!!!!! 

Seventeen cars travelled under glorious skies to Pukehina for morning tea before motoring past 

Denny Hulme’s childhood home (and not-quite-so-famous Bob McGarva’s childhood home) then 

up Maniatutu Road to Andrew’s farm.  

Well there was something here for everyone – yes even us girls!  

The original schoolroom from Pongakawa is packed with a diverse range of “things”, outside 

there are Sunbeams, Volkswagens, many Rootes Group cars, trucks, fire engine, to name just 

some. Andrew had labelled items of interest and was only too happy to provide information. All 

this is set amidst some beautiful trees. 

Thanks to Graeme and Helen Meredith for organizing the run; they were pretty sure we would   

enjoy the visit and we did! Thanks to Andrew too for opening up his eclectic collection to us, very 

much appreciated.   

And be warned – don’t sit with Bryce for morning tea, that ulterior motive will surface! 

Margaret McGarva 

Editors note— Thanks for your report Margaret. Now that you have proven your ability no doubt 

your report writing skills will be called upon again! ☺ 

I told Andrew that he had so many projects it would take five life-times to complete.                  

He just smiled—I think that he is in his happy place. 

Pics on this page by Bob and Margaret 

 

 

More pictures on the following pages 
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                    Our genial and interesting host, Andrew 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many years 

since its last 

load! 
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Brian P at 

the other 

end of a 

camera for 

a change! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A long time 

since this van 

served any 

icecream! 
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Kevin thinking about making an offer! 

    

          A nice Sunbeam—the only runner!   

 

            Commer Campervan 
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SUCCESS: 

At age 4 success is . . . . Not piddling in your pants. 

At age 12 success is . . . Having friends. 

At age 17 success is . … Having a driver's license. 

At age 35 success is . . . Having money. 

At age 50 success is . . . Having money. 

At age 70 success is . .. . Having a driver’s license. 

At age 75 success is . ... .Having friends. 

At age 80 success is . . .. Not piddling in your pants.  
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SUMMIT TYRE SERVICES LTD           
Come to 200 Waihi Road next to the BP Summit 

Talk to TONCI BARCOT about tire's. 

We provide a fast friendly service at a very competitive price.  

We supply and provide Tires, new & old, Wheel Balancing,  

Wheel Alignment, WOF Repairs & Batteries                 

Ph. 07 578 2381, Mobile 027 2899484 

Your connected accountants 
At Walton Railton we understand you have goals and we are passionate about 

using our knowledge to help you reach them 

415 Cameron Road, Tauranga  (Cnr Eighth Ave & Cameron Rd).     

  07 5786161  |  www.wrca.co.nz 

 

 

Certifying Plumber & Gas Fitter covering the Western Bay of Plenty   

Mobile  027 439 4335 
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 FOR ALL YOUR 

GASKETING 

NEEDS   

CONTACT— 

 

DARYL & ANNETTE WAKEFIELD 

 PH 07 574 8740  

BOP RADIATOR SPECIALISTS LIMITED 

Contact—Julian Parbery 

Telephone—07 573 9109    

Fax—07 5738915                               

259 Jellicoe Street, Te Puke, 3119, Bay of Plenty 

Email—sales@bopradiatorspecialists.co.nz 

Cleaning with out chemicals or abrasives, it is eco 

friendly and cost effective way compared to other 

methods such as media blasting or paint stripping.     

It can remove light rust off delicate car/engine 

parts. It will easily clean a metal head gasket—

previously impossible with conventional cleaning 

methods.    Benefits are - no harsh chemicals, no 

abrasives, no   expensive set up cost (as with media 

blasting), no loud noises during the process, no 

hazards as with high pressure equipment, very pre-

cise cleaning and no clean up cost!  

This cleaning can be done in your garage if re-
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 BOP VCC COMMITTEE  2022-2023 

CHAIRMAN                       ALASTAIR JONES (GWEN)                          07 5761124 

PAST CHAIRMAN          KEN FREW (DIANNE)                                  07 5764263  

SECRETARY           MICHAEL THORMAN (JANE)                      07 5444291 

TREASURER           KEITH PERKINS (JANE)                027 578 1231  

CLUB CAPTAIN                   JILL WHITCOMBE [JOHN ]                           07 552 4201 

COMMITTEE           BRIAN PRATT (CINDY)                             07 5447952 

COMMITTEE                        KAAREN SMYLIE (JIM)                         07 576 4180 

COMMITTEE                             JOHN WHITCOMBE [JILL ]                           07 552 4201 

COMMITTEE                             DON WHITE                                                 0274 764465  

 

OTHER ELECTED OFFICERS 

PATRON                                   ALASTAIR JONES (GWEN)                      07 5761124 

HALL HIRE                                KAAREN SMYLIE (JIM)                           021 664341 

LIBRARIAN                       YVONNE BECK (PAUL)                      07 5720163 

PARTS SHED                            JACK ANDERSON (MERILYN)                      07 5766346 

PROPERTY MANAGER            JACK ANDERSON (MERILYN)                07 5766346 

NEW MEMBERS                       KEN FREW (DIANNE)                                   07 5764263  

SWAPMEET                          RON ELTON (KERRY)                                07 5799621   

HON. SOLICITOR                     PETER BUTLER (MARION)                          07 5756892  

VIC CERTIFICATION                ALASTAIR JONES (GWEN)                    07 5761124 

VIC CERTIFICATION                IVAN ALLEN (YVONNE)                              07 5432629 

WELFARE                                  MERILYN ANDERSON (JACK)            07 5766346 

WEBSITE                                   PAUL BECK (YVONNE)                              07 5720163 

RUN CO-ORDINATOR             JILL WHITCOMBE [JOHN ]                        07 552 4201 

KLAXON EDITOR               BRYCE STRONG ( CHRISTINE)              0274 966706 

FACEBOOK                                DEIDRE RENNIE (TONY)                          021 665 875 

SAFETY OFFICER                       BRIAN PRATT                                          07 5447952 

 

           KLAXON EMAIL: klaxoninfo@gmail.com  CLUB WEBSITE: 

www.bayofplentyvintagecarclub.com  
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  BOP VCC—Operational Information 
The Club Rooms are 29 Cliff Road. P O Box 660, Tauranga, 3144.  

 

Key contacts are: 

    Chairman–         Alastair Jones        07 5761124  Email: gandajones@kinect.co.nz 

    Secretary–         Michael Thorman  07 5444291   Email:  bayofplenty@vcc.org.nz  

    Club Captain— Jill Whitcombe        07 5524201  Email: johnandjill37@gmail.com 

 

Monthly events— 

                  Club night (except January)  -  2nd Monday, start time 7.30pm 

  Mid week run —                         Wednesday following the club night   

  End of the month run —           Held on the last Sunday of the month. 

  Committee Meeting —              Last Monday of the month 

  Noggin ‘n’ Natter —                  4th Tuesday  at 6pm  

Location Sequence  of Noggin ‘n’ Natter  

1, Tauranga- Tauranga Citizens Club, Cameron Road.  

     Contact is Kaaren Smylie phone 021 664341 or 07 576 4180 

2. Te Puke– The Pap Tavern phone 020 4042 7624 

    Contact is - Lynn Howard.  

3. Tauranga- Tauranga Citizens Club, Cameron Road.  

4. Katikati- Forta Leza Café, SH 2, Katikati.  

     Contact is Owen Smith, phone 07 570 2000 

 

If your birthday falls in this month please remember it is your turn to provide a plate for 

supper. Thanks to last months birthday people for their food.  

  

Please remember to wear your name badges to all events.   BADGES ARE FREE TO NEW 

MEMBERS. 

 

LIBRARY HOURS— The library is open on club nights from 7pm. Also on most Monday morn-

ings Yvonne & Paul work in the library until midday. Members are welcome to call in to search for 

or return books. If making a special trip please phone them at home on  07 572 0163 or 027 

6098510 beforehand to ensure that they will be there. We are accepting good clean car service 

manuals or books that relate  to  automobile  history or travel for our club library         

 

PARTS SHED—Clean out your sheds and bring those surplus parts down. They may be just what  

someone else needs Parts shed open most Monday morning. Contacts are  Jack 07 5766346  or 

Colin 027 2629161            

HELP US HIRE OUT THE CLUBROOMS! 

CONTACT KAAREN SMYLIE 07 5764180 OR  021 664341 


